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TEF 1420%1l-g
ib May 1980

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRE VIR
SUBJECT: SNIE 11-T-88: 3uUViLi CAPABILITIES ANE LHL LA TIGNS
e % EAPECT TO Yﬁ&ﬁamﬁﬂk%"m
T A ODUOTION OF WEAPONE ¥ MABS
DLETAULCTION INTO THE U8
1, This sstimate was rsquested by the NSC Flassing Board.
2. The estimate can be sommed up in three pointe:

a. The USER is aslikely to resori to shis form of
attack except possibly ir connaction with & deliberats boviet
ipitintion of nuclear geasral wer, which we tipve estimated to
he unjikely.

b, In that wmlikely case, the USSR might consider &
clandestine nuclear asitack on SAL to be worsh the risk.

c. Howewar, when the UBSK achievas 2 anbetaial 1CDM
capability, there will be nothing to e gained by claadestiae
attack that woald be worth the risk,

3, o & May the draft text was fully agreod at the working
level sxcept for the FBI lootasie distributed under separats cover.

This footnote I8 B rewrite o paragraph 4 to gensrally the saow effect

with two additional points:
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a. A rhetorical opening to the effect that, as long
a8 3 clandostine attack capshility ewists, it must by To-
gardad ae a dangar.

B, The USS5K will aet schieve a “decisive muitary
capability’ with ILBMs wizhin the forzseeable future,
iNote: thie refevence o  cecamve military capability es-
iablishee an unduly high criterion. The fCBM will virtually
etiminate the marginsi ilkeliboed of clandestine sttack long

ﬁ&ﬁm a decisive ICBM capability is u:hiwa#;,)

o

- & v are belatedly advised that General Breltweiser strougly
chijects tu the &nc!mm <t paugrapai 3 ad 4 n@ an'f related dis-
cussion, op the grownd that thesz maliers avé none of our businsss.
Dae cannotl astimate Soviet fatentions ia\gu regard without consider~
ing the matta:&ﬁicﬁ he wedld sitnisete, ’fa‘d&k saragraphks 3
and 4 would be to delste the setimate. S~

%, m 16 May a cleansp session was held o consider ceriain
shjections raised by Geaeral Breweiser, In brief, the Cenaoral
waunls to sliminate paragraphs 3 swmd 4 In the conclasions ane all re-
jated discussion, apparsnily becassa he wishos to give a0 countenance
whalsoever to even a remota pussibility of a clasdestine atimck on
%AC., To deiste these paragraphs would be o delste the sabstance

of the setimate, ____ﬁ:.__‘
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6. The Joist Statf propossis ware not saupported at the clean-

up session and wave aot sccepted, Howsver, a sumber of changes

for clarification were made and a change shest has been disseminmated.

FOR THE BOARD OF NA'TTGNAL B TIMATES:

£ABOT BMITH
toting Chalrman
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